BETTER   THE   DEVIL...
My Czech acquaintances complained that Lord Runciman
spent too much of his time in aristocratic households, a thing they
disliked because the aristocracy of Czechoslovakia is almost
entirely German, and in its sympathies is either for Hitler or for
Habsburg, and Habsburg is a dream that has faded. Their
attitude towards the Czechoslovak state was also unfavourably
influenced, apart from these old allegiances, by the fact that it
took from them, against compensation, part of their land and gave
it to the landless peasants, the serfs of the past.
The Nazi Volkischer Beobachter published on September I3th, a
few days before the surgeons met and decided on the operation,
a photograph of Lord Runciman giving what appeared to be the
Hitler salute at a march-past of Hitlerist Sudeten Germans.
Was some fortuitous movement of Lord Runciman's right arm
caught by the Nazi photographer? Who knows? It looked bad,
for an honest broker. You need to keep your right arm down on
such occasions, if you wish to count as impartial.
Lord Runciman's report was taken as the bible which Mr.
Chamberlain, Sir John Simoii, Lord Halifax and others invoked,
after the dismemberment, to make many statements, two of which
are particularly important as examples of the muddled mis-
information which is given to thfe great British public on these
occasions, of the lullabies with which its conscience is put to sleep.
The first is the Lord Chancellor's statement that Czechoslovakia
was ca state which should never have been created'. If this was
meant to make the public, with its blissfully short memory, believe
that the boundaries of this state were set at Versailles it may have
been successful; it is also absurd. These boundaries were mostly
settled in the early Middle Ages. You cannot have an indepen-
dent Bohemian state without these boundaries; it is like razing
the walls of a walled city. The Germans who live inside them
came after the Czechs.
The second was the statement of Lord Halifax and Lord
Runciman that these areas would never have been given back to
Czechoslovakia even after the most victorious of wars. What?
After a victorious war you would take from one of the victors
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